University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

4-9-2009

UM names 2009 T. Anthony Pollner distinguished professor
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM names 2009 T. Anthony Pollner
distinguished professor" (2009). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 21456.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/21456

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

The University of

Montana

UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406.243.2522 • FAX: 406.243.4520

April 9, 2009
Contact: Professor Carol Van Valkenburg, UM School of Journalism, 406-243-4008,
carol .van valkenburg@umontana. edu.
UM NAMES 2009 T. ANTHONY POLLNER DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR
MISSOULA Esquire magazine writer-at-large Chris Jones will be the 2009 T. Anthony Pollner
Distinguished Professor at The University of Montana School of Journalism.
Jones, who also is a contributing writer for ESPN: The Magazine, won a National
Magazine Award in Feature Writing in 2005 for his story “H om e,” about three astronauts
stranded on the space station when the shuttle Columbia exploded. He is a finalist for this
year’s National Magazine Award in Feature Writing for his story “The Things That Carried
H im ,” about the return of the body of a dead soldier from Iraq. The story was published in the
May 2008 issue of Esquire.
Jones has been a writer for Esquire since 2002 and for ESPN since 2008. While at
The National Post, he won an award as Canada’s outstanding young journalist. His work has
appeared in both Best American Magazine Writing and Best American Sports Writing.
At UM, Jones will teach a course in narrative nonfiction writing and will serve as a
mentor for students at the Montana Kaimin, the student newspaper. H e’ll also deliver a public
lecture in October.
“I remain a believer in journalism, in the power of words and in helping students
achieve their dreams,” Jones said. “In these difficult times, I still see reason for optimism: that

out there, at schools such as UM, there is the next generation of great reporters and writers,
and they will accomplish things the rest of us can only imagine.
Jones is the ninth Pollner professor, a position created to honor the memory of T.
Anthony Pollner, a 1999 journalism school graduate who died in 2001. An endowment allows
the school to bring to campus for a semester a distinguished journalist who works closely with
journalism students.
Previous Pollner professors have worked at the Chicago Tribune, Washington Post,
Los Angeles Times, Baltimore Sun, CNN, NBC, Agence France-Presse, Business Week and
the Industry Standard.
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